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AUTHORS  PREFACE 


AS  a  general  thing  modern  books  of  Vocalization  are  bet- 
ter adapted  to  finishing  a  musical  education,  than  to 
the  first  elementary  instructions  in  singing.  Before  at- 
tempting exercises  which  are  difficult  and  complicated  and 
which  are  filled  with  embellishments,  it  is  essential  to  acquire 
a  proper  idea  of  simple  melody.  For  this  purpose,  I  have 
written  these  Exercises.  Their  free  and  simple  style  possesses 
the  double  advantage  of  developing  and  strengthening  the 
voice,  as  well  as  of  forming  taste,  by  accustoming  the  pupil  to 
divide  music  into  graceful  phrases,  and  to  take  breath  at  the 
proper  time  and  place.  The  melodies  may  either  be  solfeg- 
gioed  i.  e.,  sung  with  the  names  of  the  notes,  or  vocalized  with 
the  syllable  ah,  at  pleasure.  When  solfeggioed  the  greatest 
care  should  be  taken  to  give  the  notes  do,  re,  mi,  fa,  S$c,  the 
pure  and  distinct  sound  of  their  terminating  vowels  o,  a,  e,  ah,  §c. 

When  vocalized  the  sound  of  ah  should  be  carefully  sus- 
tained throughout. 

Those  who  prefer  an  unadorned  style  of  singing,  to  a 
multiplicity  of  roulades  and  fioriture,  will  find  these  lessons 
at  once  useful,  progressive  and  agreeable. 

I  trust  that  both  Professors  and  Amateurs  will  receive 
with  indulgence,  a  work,  which  aims  only  at  contributing  to 
the  progress  of  art.  G.  CONCONE. 

INSTITUTE  OF  FRANCE 

The  Committee  on  Music,  of  the  Academy  of  Fine  Arts, 
French  Institute,  at  its  session  of  Feb.  1st,  1840,  having,  at  the 
request  of  the  Minister  of  Interior,  examined  the  work  of 
Mr.  G.  Concone,  entitled  Fifty  Lessons  in  Singing,  S§c,  reported 
that  "The  Melody  is  invariably  pure  and  chaste,  and  the  har- 
mony throughout  the  book  ably  managed.  It  may  rank  with 
the  best  works  of  the  kind." 

Signed,  CHERUBIN  I,  BERTON,  AUBER,  HALEVY  and  CARAFA. 
This  report  was  accepted  by  the  Academy. 


EDITORIAL   NOTE 

GIUSEPPE  CONCONE  was  born  at  Turin  in  1810.  As  a  teachei  of  singing,  as  well 
as  of  the  piano,  he  lived  in  Paris  from  1832  until  the  French  Revolution  of  1848 
caused  him  to  return  to  his  native  city.  Here  he  became  maestro  di  capella  and 
organist  at  the  Chapel  Royal,  a  position  he  filled  until  his  death  June,  1,  1861. 

While  Concone  wrote  several  operas,  various  vocal  scenes,  songs,  and  piano  compositions, 
he  is  known  to-day  chiefly  by  his  vocalises,  which  through  their  melodiousness  and  great 
practical  value  have  acquired  a  world-wide  reputation.  As  the  natural  consequence  of  their 
great  usefulness  they  have  become  extensively  adopted,  and  numerous  editions  have  appeared 
in  almost  every  country  where  the  Art  of  Singing  is  cultivated.  In  critical  value  the  great 
majority  of  these  editions  have  been  deficient.  The  editor  has  therefore  sought  with  pains- 
taking care  to  perfect  every  detail  of  this  edition  as  to  breathing  marks,  signs  of  expression, 
and  especially  as  to  the  phrasing,  a  feature  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  hitherto  either 
overlooked,  treated  in  a  perfunctory  manner,  or  marked  without  consistent  uniformity. 

While  these  lessons  are  intended  to  be  vocalized, —  sung  with  the  broad  Italian  A  (ah)  — 
their  usefulness  is  thereby  limited.  Singers  must  be  able  to  use  with  equal  facility  all  the 
vowel  sounds,  and  need  especially  to  cultivate  beautiful  diction  in  their  own  tongue.  This 
highly  important  element  in  singing  is  too  often  neglected.  Therefore  to  aid  teachers  and 
students,  English  text  has  been  written  for  this  edition  —  lyrics  which  seek  in  each  case  to 
catch  the  spirit  of  the  music  and  at  the  same  time  fit  the  florid  movement. 

Every  editorial  detail  added  has  been  in  line  with  the  purpose  of  the  work  which,  in 
Concone's  words,  is  :  — 

1.  "  For  developing  and  strengthening  the  voice." 
II.  "  Forming  taste  by  accustoming  the  pupil  to  divide  music  into  graceful  phrases,  and 
to  take  breath  at  the  proper  time  and  place." 
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